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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A tension indicator in combination with a strap whose 
tension is to be indicated, the combination comprising: 

[[•]] (a) the strap and 

[[•]] (b) a tension indicator, the tension indicator comprising: 

[[•]] a resilient member attached at its ends to two points along the 
length of the strap, the points of attachment being further apart in 
the longitudinal direction of the strap than the free, non-tensioned, 
length of the resilient member between its ends, whereby when the 
strap is slack the resilient member draws a bight in it between the 
attachment points and 

[[•]] (c) means for visually indicating elongation of the resilient member 
when the strap and the resilient member are stretched in tension, 
whereby absence of slack in the strap can be noted. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein the attached ends of the resilient member are its terminal ends 
thereof. 
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Claim 3 (original): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the attached ends of the resilient member are effective ends spaced from 
terminal ends by vestigial pieces. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 1, c l a i m 2 or c l a i m 3 [[,]] wherein the attached ends are attached directly to the 
strap. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 1, c l a i m 2 or c l a i m 3 [[,]] wherein the attached ends are attached to the strap via 
intermediate members. 

Claim 6 (original): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein the intermediate members form part of the visual indicating means. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in any preced i ng claim 1_, wherein one of the resilient member and the visual indicating 
means is an inner member at least partially within the other as an outer member. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 7, wherein: 

[[•]] i§) tri e resilient member is an inner member and 
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[[•]] (b) the indicating means is: [[•]] an outer member attached at its ends 
to the ends of the resilient member and encasing the resilient inner 
member, the outer member being provided with [[•]] at least one 
opening arranged to open on stretching of the outer member to 
expose the inner resilient member to view ; 

(c) the arrangement being such that with both members having their ends 
attached to each other and the strap, both the outer and the inner 
members stretch in use. 



Claim 9 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 7, wherein: 

[[•]] ii) the resilient member is a length of resilient material attached at two 
points along the length of the strap, the points of attachment being 
further apart in the longitudinal direction of the strap than the free, 
non-tensioned, length of the resilient material; and 

[[•]] (b) the visual indicating means is a sleeve attached to the strap with 
the resilient material being accommodated within the sleeve, the 
sleeve being of a length to cover the resilient material when it is not 
tensioned; 

(c) the arrangement being such that on tensioning of the strap, the resilient 
material is drawn from the sleeve being exposed to view indicates that the 
strap is tensioned. 
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Claim 10 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 9 as appendant to c l a i m 4 , wherein the sleeve is attached to the strap remote 
from the end of the resilient material. 

Claim 11 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 9 as appendant to c l a i m 4 , wherein the resilient material is attached to the strap 
via the sleeve. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 9, c l a i m 10 or c l a i m 11 [[,]] wherein the sleeve is provided at one end of the 
resilient material, exposing resilient material at the other end on stretching. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 9, c l a i m 10 or c l a i m 1 1 [[,]] wherein the sleeve is provided at one both ends of 
the resilient material, exposing resilient material in the middle on stretching. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in any one of c l a i ms 9 to 13 claim 9 , wherein the resilient material is self-coloured. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in any one of c l a i ms 9 to 13 claim 9 , wherein the resilient material is provided with 
gradations of colour or a marker, to indicate the degree of tension in the strap according 
to the extent of exposure. 



Page 5 of 9 



Appl. No. - U.S. National Phase of PCT/IB05/000460 
Preliminary Amdt. dated 09/12/2006 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in claim 4, wherein: 

[[•]] i§) the resilient member is an outer member having a central void and 

[[•]] (b) the indicating means includes: 

[[•]](!) at least one opening in the resilient outer member and 
arranged to open on stretching of the outer member and 

[[•]] (ii) an inner member provided in the void inside the resilient 
outer member, the inner member being visible through the or 
each opening when the outer member is in its stretched 
state. 

Claim 17 (original): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed in claim 16, 
wherein the inner member is an extensible member having its ends attached to the 
strap, preferably at the ends of the outer member. 

Claim 18 (original): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed in claim 16, 
wherein the inner member is an inextensible member attached to the strap, preferably 
at one of its ends to one of the ends of the outer member. 

Claim 19 (original): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed in claim 16, 
wherein the inner member is captivated within the outer member by the outer member 
alone. 
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Claim 20 (currently amended): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed 
in any one of c l a i ms 16 to 19 claim 16 , wherein the resilient member is a coil spring, 
attached to the strap by end eyes, and the indicating member is a peg or rod within the 
spring. 

Claim 21 (original): A tension indicator and strap combination as claimed in claim 19, 
wherein the coil spring is of the type which is coil bound when under no tension, thereby 
obscuring the indicating member until tensioned sufficiently to open the coils of the 
spring. 

Claim 22 (new): A device to indicate tension in a strap, the device comprising: 

(a) the strap; and 

(b) a resilient member attached at its ends to two points along the length of 
the strap whereby when the strap is slack the resilient member draws a 
belly in the strap between the attachment points, the length of the resilient 
member and the separation in the strap of the attachment points being 
chosen to ensure that the belt is fully stretched when tension of a desired 
level has been reached and the desired level of tension being indicated by 
the belt being exposed and the belly being pulled out of the strap. 

Claim 23 (new): A safety strap intended to be tensioned in use to a predetermined 
extent; the strap bearing a resilient member attached thereto at first and second 
positions spaced apart along its length; the resilience of said resilient member and the 
spacing of said first and second positions being configured to permit the strap and the 
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resilient member to lie adjacent one another when the strap is tensioned to said 
predetermined extent and to cause the strap to loop away from the resilient member, 
between said positions, when it is tensioned to a lesser extent; thereby to provide a 
visual indication of the tension applied to the strap. 
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